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endeavours of the millions of pioneers who swarmed across
North America have been replaced by a gigantic system of
nlanninff and in less than a quarter oi a century a backward
agricultural nation has emerged as one oi the ioremost
iSustrial states of the modern world. The unity and stability
of this state was put to the supreme test at the beginning of
the present war.
When the industrial and agricultural centres oi European
Russia fell to the enemy the new industrial and food bases
of the Urals, the Asiatic Republics, and the East were able
to maintain the economic life of the country, and the Soviet
Government is confident that in the event oi an invasion of
the Far East, the new food and industrial bases which have
been established there could meet the needs of war as efficiently
as they have met the needs of the growing civilian population
in peace-time.